
P R O J E C T  P R O F I L E

BOERNER MERCANTILE BUILDING
 { PORT WASHINGTON, WISCONSIN }



CHALLENGE

The Boerner Mercantile Building has been a cornerstone 
of Port Washington’s lakefront commercial district since 
1911, formerly serving as a department store, raincoat 
factory, and furniture store. New owner Daniel Ewig 
envisioned a restoration of the period architecture to 
take advantage of the harbor views and prime location. 

Ewig’s vision of a virtual office setting would offer 
professional space for all types of individuals and small 
businesses, with private offices, temporary workstations, 
and comfortable common areas. Among the clients 
would be seasonal residents looking for temporary 
office space while docking their boat in the town’s 
harbor. The design needed to be flexible and versatile 
to accommodate multiple uses. 

Additional challenges came from the building’s historic 
character that, while offering rich architectural details, 
didn’t have the level surfaces or straight lines afforded 
by new construction. The design solution needed 
to complement the building’s original features while 
offering modern workspaces.

“The furniture’s classic lines allow the building to be the 
artwork. They bring in function and quality without 
distracting from the beauty of the historic building.” 
Paul Unterfenger, Account Manager, Emmons Business Interiors



SOLUTION

The building’s formerly dark interior was transformed by 
the restoration of original 10-foot-tall windows overlooking 
the town center and lakefront beyond. Cream-colored city 
brick walls were preserved and showcased with strategic 
placement of furniture and storage units. 

To enhance the Mercantile Building’s new studios, the 
designers chose Stride benching and desking in rich 
neutrals. Consistent furniture colors and finishes throughout 
the building allow the personality of the historic space to 
remain the focus. Clarity seating adds streamlined style that 
is versatile enough for both offices and conference rooms. 
In the shared visitor areas, Linger lounge chairs from the 
Gather collection add comfort for waiting, gathering, and 
informal collaboration. 

The project team achieved a timeless look with professional 
polish, accommodating such diverse tenants as an architect, 
financial advisor, accountant, and digital agency. Just a block 
from the marina, the location is perfect for businesspeople 
needing to keep in touch with the corporate world while 
vacationing in the area. 

The Boerner Mercantile restoration 
achieves success on all levels. 

• Allsteel’s adaptable products are 
easily tailored to the century-old 
building’s irregular angles and 
features, creating a cohesive look 
throughout the renovated spaces. 

• Small companies now have a 
professional setting in which to 
entertain clients. “It legitimizes 
my business to be in a modern 
corporate space,” says Mike Ehrlich, 
the project’s architect and a 
building tenant. 

• The studios were nearly 85% 
full before the building opened, 
confirming the need for this type 
of workspace. The community 
has embraced the building’s 
renovation and the studio concept. 

• The Mercantile Building project 
has been awarded 2014 Best Retail 
Renovation/Development Award 
for the Milwaukee Journal Real 
Estate Business Awards.

GAINS

Stride® panels, desking, and 
storage, Merge® tables, Acuity®, 
Clarity®, and Relate® seating, 
Linger™ from the Gather™ 
collection 

FEATURED PRODUCTS
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For more information about Allsteel solutions, please 
visit allsteeloffice.com.
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A field trip to Allsteel’s showroom at the Chicago Merchandise 
Mart allowed the client and architect to better visualize the 
furniture solutions they needed. Although their visit included 
several other showrooms, the team recognized how well 
Allsteel’s timeless style fit with the understated, high-quality 
aesthetic of the renovated space. 

Teamwork on the Mercantile Building project had the feel of a 
reunion. The building owner, the architect, and a member of  
the dealer’s staff were high school classmates growing up in  
Port Washington. Their collaboration created something that  
has resonated with the community, and the building has become 
a focal point of the historic downtown district. “It’s absolutely 
breathtaking,” says Patti Lemkuil, Director of New Business 
Development, Emmons Business Interiors. “It really is an anchor 
of our community.” 

“Allsteel’s flexible systems allowed a 
custom fit while preserving the building’s 
vintage features and finishes.”
Mike Ehrlich, Project Architect and Tenant, 6E6S Architects
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